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Module description: Interdisciplinary Project Work 1
Module Code w.BA.XX.WPM-IPW1.XX

ECTS Credits 3

Language of
Instruction/Examination

English

Module Description The elective module "Interdisciplinary Project Work" allows students to work in interdisciplinary
— often international — teams on a real, practice-oriented challenge in various fields such as
climate, health, food, sustainable entrepreneurship, or startup development, typically in the
form of a summer school, block week, or semester-long workshop series.

Organizational Unit Lehre Public Sector

Module Coordinator Christian Berger

Deputy Module Coordinator Christa Bosch

Legal Framework Academic Regulations BSc dated 29.01.2009, for the degree programs in Business
Administration, International Management, Business Information Technology, Business Law,
Business Law and Applied Law, first adopted on 12.05.2009 

Module Category Module Type 
Compulsory Elective

Program Phase 
Main Study Period

Contribution to Learning
Objectives (by the concerned
Module)

Professional Competence
Methodological Competence
Social Competence
Self-Competence

Contribution to Learning
Objectives

Professional Competence
Knowing and Understanding Content of Theoretical and Practical Relevance
Apply, Analyze, and Synthesize Content of Theoretical and Practical Relevance
Evaluate Content of Theoretical and Practical Relevance

Methodological Competence
Problem-Solving & Critical Thinking
Scientific Methodology
Work Methods, Techniques, and Procedures
Information Literacy
Creativity & Innovation

Social Competence
Written Communication
Oral Communication
Teamwork & Conflict Management
Intercultural Insight & Ability to Change Perspective

Self-Competence
Self-Management & Self-Reflection
Ethical & Social Responsibility
Learning & Change



Module Learning Objectives Students...
analyze complex, practice-oriented problems in a structured way and jointly develop solution
approaches within interdisciplinary and often international teams.
apply methods (e.g., design thinking, lean startup approaches, business model
development) to a concrete challenge in the chosen subject area.
independently plan and organize a project within a given, usually tight, timeframe and bring it
to a presentable result.
communicate their ideas and results convincingly to a professional audience.
collaborate across disciplines and cultures within a team and reflect on their own role and
team dynamics.

Module Content Thematic priorities depend on the use cases/practical cases.

Digital Learning Resources Reader

Methods of Instruction Project Work Social Settings Used:
Pair Work
Group Work

Type of Instruction Classroom
Instruction

Guided Self-
Study

Autonomous Self-
Study

Large Class - -

Small Class - -

Group
Instruction

- -

Practical Work - -

Seminar - 90 h

Total 0 h 90 h 0 h

Performance Assessment End-of-module exam Form Length (min.) Weighting

-

Permitted Resources

Assessment Format Length (min.) Weighting

Other Pass/Fail Others 0 0.00%

Classroom Attendance
Requirement

Other 

Attendance is mandatory as specified in the program.

Comments If you successfully complete one of ZHAW's Summer Schools or courses and submit the
application by the end of calendar week 33 (for the fall semester) or the end of calendar week
3 (for the spring semester), you will be registered for the elective module "Interdisciplinary
Project Work 1" (in the fall semester) or "Interdisciplinary Project Work 2" (in the spring
semester) and graded with "Pass".

Programs/courses eligible for dispensation or credit are published on the intranet:
https://intra.zhaw.ch/departemente/school-of-management-and-law/studierende/informationen-
a-z/information-concerning-dispensation-from-electives-bsc

Supplementary examinations may not be set, and assessed work may not be resubmitted. 
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